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Instructions for This Craft: 

Purpose: To make a visual 

to retell the story of 

Zacchaeus! 

First, colour the tree and 

little man.  

Then, cut on all dotted 

lines. 

*Carefully poke 2 holes in 

the tree, where marked. 

(*This needs to be done 

by someone old enough 

to do it safely!) 

Cut one string (cord or 

yarn) a little more than 

double the length 

between the 2 holes. 

Thread the string through 

the holes and tie at the 

back. 

Attach the string on the 

back of the man with a 

piece of tape so that he 

can climb up and down. 

Now, YOU tell what you 

remember about the Bible 

story of Zacchaeus!   
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Jesus Saw Zacchaeus Story Script 

Author(s): Unknown 

The following is some of what is handwritten on the back of my mom’s Zacchaeus visual (pictured on the next page). I’m not sure if she originally 

wrote at least some of the script or not – sometimes she did that, sometimes she put together parts from various other authors she had heard or 

read from in children’s ministry material (e.g. 1950’s-1980’s). I’m not sure if she used a pattern from something she had seen before but she did 

hand-draw the coloured visual. (I drew the black and white one based on it.) I have attempted to ascertain copyright status of the script(s) and 

fingerplays online, but have come up with no leads. If anyone has further information on this, I will gladly give credit to the appropriate person(s). 

Script:  

“Jesus is coming to our town,” said the big boys and girls. They ran to see Jesus. 

“Jesus is coming to our town,” said the little boys and girls. They ran to see Jesus too. 

“Jesus is coming to our town,” the big people heard the children say. They ran too. 

A little man named Zacchaeus heard the children. He ran too. “I want to see Jesus.” he said.  

But Zacchaeus could not see Jesus. There were to many people in front of him. Zacchaeus could not see Jesus even on 

tip toe. Poor little Zacchaeus!  

Then Zacchaeus saw a big tree by the road. Away he ran to the tree.  

Up, up, up he climbed. “Now I can see Jesus.” he said.  

Step, step, step. Jesus came closer and closer. What a kind face He had.  

Step, step, step. Soon Jesus was right under the tree. He looked up. He smiled at the little man in the tree.  

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down,” Jesus called. “I want to stay at your house today.”  

Zacchaeus came down! Down, down, down. Zooooooom! How happy he was! Jesus had seen him. Jesus knew his name. 

Jesus wanted to stay at his house.  

Jesus loved Zacchaeus. And Zacchaeus loved Jesus. 

Jesus loves us. We love Jesus too! 

Fingerplay 1: 

Once there was a naughty man (not honest, took other people’s money) 

A tiny man was he (baby finger) 

He went to see Lord Jesus 

He had to climb a tree (2 fingers climb right arm) 

Come down Zacchaeus (peer into tree) 

I’ll be your company 

I’m with you Zacchaeus (point) 

Now you must be with Me. 
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Fingerplay 2:  

Jesus can see everyone (point to everyone) 

Jesus can see you (point to others) 

Jesus can see me (point to self) 

Jesus could see Zacchaeus walking (move feet) 

Jesus could see Zacchaeus climbing (move both hands) 

Jesus could see Zacchaeus up in a tree (stand on tip toe) 

Jesus can see everyone (point to everyone) 

Jesus can see you (point to others) 

Jesus can see me (point to self) 

 I’m so glad Jesus watches over me! (clap) 

 

Traditional Song Options: 

(You can search for these in traditional children’s chorus books or online.) 

 “Zacchaeus Was a Wee Little Man” 

“Jesus Loves the Little Ones like Me, Me, Me…” 

“Behold I Stand at the Door and Knock” 

“Into my Heart” 

 

     

Going up, up, up  In the tree hiding  Going down fast! 
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“Lost and Found People” – A Scavenger Hunt Game for the Story of Zacchaeus, based on Luke 19:10 

Instructions: Parent/teacher cuts out and hides the little paper people around a room. Children search to find each one. 

Many people, like Zacchaeus, are lost in their sin. They might like the bad things (e.g. Zacchaeus cheated others and 

treated them unfairly) they are doing or they might not like it but realize they can’t conquer temptation through self-

efforts. (Actually, no one can gain complete or sufficient victory over sin in their lives through self-effort.) They might try 

to hide their miserableness too. But just like God saw Zacchaeus hiding in the tree, God sees everything and everyone.  

Because He loves us, Jesus – God in the flesh – came to bring salvation to anyone who is willing to trust Him to change 

their sinful heart, giving them a new heart (a new nature). Like Zachaeus, the Apostle Paul (previously a proud hater of a 

group of people), and others, the person who is “found in Christ” is given God’s righteousness – that is, His power to live 

with the peace, love, joy, and hope that God offers and to do what is good – to have His power over sin.  

The gospel is good news! If we are no longer lost people, let’s tell others about His great love for them too! Jesus wants 

to forgive everyone who comes to Him, trusting in Him as their Saviour from sin’s power and consequences. 

You can seek and find paper people in a scavenger hunt. But only Jesus (God) can seek and save real people lost in sin. 

And that, is a very loving thing for God to do for us, isn’t it?! 

  


