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Many people own a Bible 

Few people know what is in the Bible 

 

Barna survey 

9 % of born again adults have a Biblical world view. 

Protestant pastors: only 51%  had a Biblical world view. 

Southern Baptists: 71 % had a Biblical world view 

Other Baptists:  57% had a Biblical world view 

 

for Biblical World View 

They believed in: 

 

 - absolute moral truth as defined by Scripture, 

 - the accuracy of biblical teaching, 

 -the sinless nature of Jesus, 

 - the literal existence of Satan, 

 - the omniscience and omnipotence of God, 

 - salvation by grace alone, 

 - personal responsibility to evangelize. 

 

 

  



Are you Bible literate? 

 
 Sadly, many evangelicals are not strongly literate in their study of scriptures. Many are not 
motivated to read the Word regularly without the use of a popular commentary, either in devotional 
form or book study form written by a Christian teacher. Many do not exercise skills in finding out 
what the Bible says and means (i.e. as it was originally intended) and rely fully on someone else (a 
teacher, a preacher, a radio speaker, an author), to give them “predigested food”. This can lead to a 
lack of discernment in the scriptures if you do not know it for yourself. If you are teaching and do 
not know the lesson in your own heart and mind but only read the curriculum/commentary notes to 
your class, you are lessening the impact you could have to your students. 
 No Christian needs to live like this. The goal for every believer should be to be able to rightly 
understand the Word of Truth personally. You do not need to be a Hebrew or Greek scholar or have 
years of formal education to be Bible literate. But you do need to be willing to study the scriptures 
effectively.  

  (from bulletin ad. - JD) 

 

 

1Pe 2:2  As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby: 

 
Hebrews 5:12-14: “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 
need someone to teach again the first principles of the oracles of God; and 
you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes 
only of milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But 
solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason 
of [constant] use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” 

 

Col 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 

Ti 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 

 

 

  



Kinds of Bible Translations: 

 1. Literal or Formal Equivalent Translations 

 2. Dynamic Equivalent Translations 

 3. Paraphrases 

 

Literal Translations 

 As near as possible word for word 

 

Dynamic Equivalent Translations 

 Thought for thought 

 Expressing original meaning and intent 

 More interpretive 

 

Paraphrase 

 Re-writing original in easy to understand words  and 

phrases 

 Very interpretive 

 

 



Examples: 

John 2:4 

Very Literal from Greek-English Interlinear N.T. 

Says to her Jesus What to me and to thee, woman? not yet is come 
mine hour. 

King James Version 

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine 
hour is not yet come. 

New International Version 

"Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My time 
has not yet come." 

Living Bible 

"I can't help you now," he said. "It isn't yet my time for miracles." 

***************************************************************************** 

Luke 9:44 

Literal Greek to English 

Lay by ye into your ears these words. For the Son of Man is about 
to be delivered up into the hands of men. 

KJV 

Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall 
be delivered into the hands of men. 

NIV 

Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is 
going to be betrayed into the hands of men. 

Living Bible 

Listen to me and remember what I say. I, the Messiah, am going to 
be betrayed. 

  



Personal Bible Study 

 

1. Observation - What does the Bible text say? 

2. Interpretation - What does the text mean? 

3. Application -  How do I put the truth discovered into 
    practice in my life? 

 

Observation 

 

A. General reading of whole passage or book 

 

B. Reading for details: 

 People and Events 

 Places and Time 

 Context 

 Comparisons and Contrasts 

 Metaphors and Similes 

 

 

  



Interpretation    

 

A. Continue with observation 

 - focus on meaning  & relationship of details 

 

1. What does it say about God or Jesus? 

2. Who is it written to? 

3. Key words and phrases  (repetition & meanings) 

4. Connecting words: therefore, since, for 

 

B. Keep the Context King 

 - Text immediately before and after 

 - The whole book or chapter 

 - Historical and cultural setting 

 

C. Read the Bible Literally 

"If the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, 
then seek no other sense" 

 

"Take every word in its primary, ordinary literal 
meaning unless the facts of the context, studied in the 
light of other related Scriptures and self evident truths, 
clearly indicate otherwise." 

 

 



Literal Reading of Scripture 

 

 - requires the least amount of interpretation 

 - allows the text to speak for itself 

 - guards against some strange interpretations and     

           even false teachings 

 - does not ignore symbolism, and figures of speech 

 

Interpret Scripture with Scripture 

 

 - use cross references 

 - use a concordance 

 - Book: "Treasury of Scripture Knowledge" 

 

D. Consult Conservative Commentaries 

 

 - After you have studied the text yourself 

 - Benefit from study & insight of others 

 - Discover historical background & languages 

 - ensure the authors have high view of Scripture 

  -verbal inspiration (without error in originals) 

 - academically qualified 

 - concise yet comprehensive 

 



Application 

 

How do I apply what I have learned to my life? 

 

1. Is there a SIN to avoid, confess and forsake? 

2. Is there a PROMISE to believe or a condition to meet? 

3. Is there an ATTITUDE to change or guard against? 

4. Is there a COMMAND to obey? 

5. Is there an EXAMPLE to follow? 

6. Is there something to PRAY about? 

7. Is there an ERROR to correct? 

8. Is there a TRUTH to memorize or meditate on? 

9. Is there something to THANK or PRAISE God for? 

 

Look for principles that relate to specific situations in 
your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Bible Study Reference Helps 

 

Concordance 

A book that lists all or most words in the Bible in 
alphabetical order with a short phrase containing the 
word with the reference 

 
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 

First entry: 

Aaron (a' ur un) See also Aaron's, Aaronites 

 Ex 4:14  (is) not A the Levite thy brother?  .......  175 

******************************************************************* 

 

Hebrew Dictionary 

175. (Hebrew letters) Aharown,  a har one, of uncertain deriv, 

 Aharon, the brother of Moses: - Aaron 

******************************************************************** 

 

Last N.T. Reference: 

Heb. 7:11  not be called after the order of A.   2 

******************************************************************** 

Greek Dictionary  (Numbers in Italics) 

2  (Greek spelling) Aaron, ah ar ohn',  of Heb. or. 

     [175] Aaron,  the brother of Moses: - Aaron 

Angels 

Gen 16:7  the a of the Lord found her by a .........   4397 

 

Mt 1:20    a of the Lord appeared unto him  ........     32 

 

  



4397  (Heb letters) mal ak  mal awk'  from an unused root mean. to 
 despatch as a deputy; a messenger; spec. of God i.e. an angel. (also a 
 prophet, priest or teacher) : - ambassador, angel, messenger 

 

32  (Greek letters) aggelos  ang' el os   ...(to bring tidings); a messenger; 
 esp. "an angel" by impl. a pastor: - angel, messenger 

 

"Messenger" in N.T. with No. 32 

Mt 11:10, Mk 1:2 Lu 7:27  II Cor 12:7 

"Messengers" with No. 32:  Lu 7:24  Lu 9:52  II Cor. 8:23 

 

"angel" and "evangelist" are related words. 

Greek: "euaggelistes"  (yoo ang el ist ace) 

 "a bringer of good tidings" 

 

Computer Software 

 - many available   

 - fast and easy to use 

 - include many study resources 

 - less expensive than books 

 

 

Bible Dictionaries 

 - more like an encyclopedia 

 - historical, geographical biographical info 

 - make sure authors are theologically conservative 
(“conservative” means that they also believe the Bible to be fully inspired 
and authoritative) 

 



 

Harmony of the Gospels 

  - Four Gospels in parallel columns 

 - Chronological order with headings 

 - Very useful when studying the Gospels 

  - a more complete picture of the events 

  - one Gospel helps explain the other 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

In Conclusion… 

 

"Sanctify them through Thy word. Thy word is truth" (John 17:17). 

******************* 

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 
strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ (II Cor. 10:3-5 NKJV) 

**************************** 

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.  (Joshua 1:8) 


